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e U.S. child-care sector is in crisis. Workers are �eeing the �eld for higher wages at

Target, McDonald’s, and Amazon warehouses. Short-staffed day-care centers are

closing even as families clamor for spots. And in a sad state of business as usual, the

care that’s available is frequently unaffordable, of uncertain quality, inconveniently

located, exploitative of its teachers, or some combination thereof. Child care in the

U.S., Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen said in 2021, is “a textbook example of a

broken market.”

Yet most proposed government solutions involve building on top of this �awed

system: offering more vouchers to purchase private child care, helping parents become

savvier at picking care options, and tossing retention bonuses to caregivers. ese

�xes, importantly, can make child care more affordable for parents and offer life rafts

to centers hemorrhaging workers. But they do little to address the structural needs:

improved quality for kids, better wages and working conditions for workers, and more

choices in the low-income neighborhoods that many child-care businesses avoid.

Never miss a story. Start your free trial.

Uncompromising quality. Enduring impact. Your support ensures a bright future for

independent journalism.

To read the full story, start your free trial today.

https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2022/07/us-childcare-programs-expensive-underfunded/670927/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/13/us/child-care-worker-shortage.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2022/11/as-waitlists-grow-washtenaw-county-child-care-centers-seek-staff-to-meet-demand.html
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0355#:~:text=Child%20care%20is%20a%20textbook,it%20confers%20on%20our%20society.
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast


1/5/23, 11:26 PM The Case for Public Child Care - The Atlantic

https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2023/01/america-public-child-care-programs/672637/ 3/3

Social Reproduction And e City - Welfare Reform, Child Care, And
Resistance In Neoliberal New York

SIMON BLACK, UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA PRESS

When Everything Changed - e Amazing Journey Of American Women From
1960 To e Present

GAIL COLLINS, BACK BAY BOOKS

Get Started

Already have an account? Sign in.

BUY BOOK

BUY BOOK

To read the full story, start your free trial today.

https://web.tertulia.com/book/9780820357553?affiliate=atl-347
https://web.tertulia.com/book/9780316014045?affiliate=atl-347
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_below_fold
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/login/
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast

