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BYU study of 400M records says these groups are less
likely to vote

Sydnee Gonzalez, KSL.com

   Published at 1:45 pm, August 13, 2022

Researchers from BYU and the University of Virginia analyzed 400 million voting records from elections in 2014 and
2016 and found large and persistent gaps in voter turnout by race, age and political affiliation. | Alyssa Dahneke, BYU

PROVO, Utah (KSL.com) — Minority citizens, young people and those who support the Democratic
Party are much less likely to vote than white citizens, older citizens and Republican Party supporters,
a new study says.

Researchers at Brigham Young University and the University of Virginia analyzed 400 million voter
records from the 2014 midterm election and 2016 presidential election and concluded that voter
turnout is highly segregated by race, politics and age.

The turnout differences aren’t just impacting elections; they’re also shaping policy, said BYU political
science professor Michael Barber, a co-author of the study. He pointed to age as the biggest
difference, with older voters being two to three times more likely to vote.

“In some cases, the differences are really dramatic. That really has implications for policy,” Barber told
KSL.com. “We spend a lot of time discussing health care for old people and Medicare, retirement
benefits for old people, Social Security and that sort of thing. We don’t have nearly the same
discussions about policies that would impact young people, and one of the reasons for that is that
young people are just so much less likely to vote than older voters.”

Politics

https://www.ksl.com/article/50456401/byu-study-of-400m-records-says-these-groups-are-less-likely-to-vote
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Barber and his co-author, University of Virginia public policy professor John Holbein, also found that
those groups who are less likely to vote — namely people of color, young people and Democrats —
are also more likely to live in areas where their neighbors are less likely to vote. The two researchers
coined the phrase “turnout deserts” to describe these areas.

Much of the country has large pockets of these turnout deserts, according to the study. However,
Utah had relatively few.

“As to why that is, we can’t totally be sure. One possibility is that you do have a vote-by-mail system,
so it is pretty easy to get and cast a ballot in Utah,” Barber told KSL.com. “So, that could certainly be
making a contribution to having relatively high turnout.”
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Black, Hispanic and Asian individuals are three, four and 2.5 times more likely to live in a turnout
desert than white individuals, respectively. Likewise, Democrats are 2.5 times more likely to live in a
turnout desert than Republicans, and young people are 1.6 times more likely to live in a turnout
desert than older citizens.

“Much of the country is segregated – especially by race and partisanship,” Barber said in a BYU
press release. “Minorities are more likely to live around other minorities who are also less likely to
vote. The same is true of voters of both parties. These patterns can create a situation that results in
persistent patterns of lower turnout in certain communities for a variety of reasons.”

According to the research, in 2016 white Americans voted at a rate of between nine and 15
percentage points higher than Black, Asian and Hispanic Americans. The racial gap in voter turnout
was even higher in 2014, during which white Americans voted at a rate of nine to 18 percentage
points higher.

The study used voter file data from analytics firm the Data Trust and combined voter registration lists
from all 50 states. The method differs from a majority of voter turnout studies, which tend to use
survey data.

The researchers argued that the unprecedented access to such a large dataset gave them a leg up
for two reasons. One, most surveys measure self-reported levels of voter turnout, making them
susceptible to social desirability biases (where people respond in a way that will be viewed favorably
by others rather than giving accurate answers). Two, surveys are rarely large enough to be
representative at the local level, instead representing voters at the state or national level.
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Barber said this will be the first of multiple studies based on the dataset. Future research will focus on
digging deeper into the turnout deserts and how differences in how elections were administered, such
as vote by mail, impact turnout.

SUBMIT A CORRECTION

EastIdahoNews.com comment boards are a place for open, honest, and civil communication between readers regarding
the news of the day and issues facing our communities. We encourage commenters to stay on topic, use positive and
constructive language, and be empathetic to the feelings of other commenters. THINK BEFORE YOU POST. Click here
for more details on our commenting rules.

AdChoices Sponsored

4 People Reacted

How Do You Feel About This Article?

Happy

0

Surprised

0

Sad

3

Angry

1

Conversation 29 Comments

Log in Sign up

What do you think?

Sort by Best

PI Praying for Idaho · 8 hours ago

Voting Day should be a State and National holiday so everyone can legally vote.  One day, one
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Agree 100%, add to that that each location will have enough support so that everyone

has access, little waiting, accommodations for elderly and people who need help.
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Get rid of the electoral college so that random places like Ohio aren’t swing states where

Politicians focus all their e�orts.  Everyone should have the same impact with their

vote. (Edited)
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No shocker here. Some people are more informed and therefore more motivated to vote.

Some people have their stu� together enough to make it to the polls. Some people don't need

NGOs and non-pro�ts to help them �ll out their ballot and deliver it to an illegal drop box.

Some people care more than...See more (Edited)
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An equal opportunity for all people to vote is a great thing. As soon as they start enforcing

outcomes we have a serious problem though.
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Joseph Stalin said some version of "It's not the people who vote that count, it's the

people who count the votes." That's equal outcomes.  One vote per Stalin.  ☹ 
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Volunteer, vote, and pray for our country.
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